DRAMA AND FILM

asserted that Russians have no pictorial sense. Many years have
passed since the days of Earth and Petersburg, yet it is doubtful
whether more beautiful examples of composition and atmosphere
have ever been created than, for example, the work of the camera-
man, Edward Tisse. He gave a new point to film photography that
has been reflected in cinema the world over, not least in Hollywood.
With the coming of sound the international appeal of Russian
films was inevitably reduced, and it is undeniable that there has
been a somewhat steep falling off of quality. But latterly there have
been signs of revival. Pudovkin is at work again, and with him a
number of young directors who are showing great promise and
originality. It may be that in the film, the typical art form of the
day, the art form in which so keen a critic as Constant Lambert has
seen the ultimate synthesis of all the arts, Russia may again claim
leadership and see the apotheosis of her long cultural journey, which
has already given so much to the world and seems inexhaustible in
its possibilities.

209